The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act: lessons learned from physicians who have gone electronic.
The recently passed American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (the Act) is a landmark piece of legislation that will shape health care informatics in the United States for the foreseeable future. The Act provides financial incentives to hospitals and physicians who upgrade their medical record systems by implementing electronic versions. This article defines health care informatics, outlines the provisions of the Act and associated incentives that are available to hospitals and physicians, discusses the advantages and barriers related to upgrading to an electronic medical records system that have been identified in the literature, and details several case studies where small physician group practices put electronic medical records systems into operation. The analysis of these cases shows that the challenges faced by the physicians and practice administrators reinforce the key challenges identified in the literature. Given these seemingly common impediments, suggestions for overcoming such challenges are summarized. These key lessons should be of interest to any practice looking to upgrade their medical records system.